Although initially neglected in favor of more charismatic lemurs, the genus Eulemur has been the focus of a growing body of research in Madagascar over the last two decades. These studies have revealed striking variability in the behavioral ecology of this genus. The wide distribution of Eulemur species and the occupancy of essentially all forested habitats in Madagascar have been facilitated by inter-and intrapopulation differences in activity patterns, social organization, body size, and diet (cf. Sato et al., this issue). This adaptability, coupled with the recent evolutionary divergence within the genus, make the Eulemur group an ideal model to study ongoing adaptive radiation.
In their editorial, Tattersall and Sussman provide a synthesis of the contributions included in this special issue and emphasize the expansion of our knowledge of the genus Eulemur over the last two decades. The unprecedented attention to these taxa results in a wider appreciation of their behavioral and ecological ranges but it also triggers the examination of a variety of more general questions about speciation and adaptation in the evolution of primates and mammals more broadly. We would like to thank all of the authors in this special issue, as well as all the authors who contributed to the symposium and the congress organizers in Hanoi. We also extend our gratitude to Hellen Bersacola, who created the beautiful cover illustration and to Peter Kappeler and Tina Jensen, who provided the photograph of Eulemur rufifrons at Kirindy Forest that inspired the illustration. Finally, our great appreciation goes to Jo Setchell for her tremendous support and guidance from concept to completion of this special issue.
